M   \4l) 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

The  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  through  an  Indiana  State  Library  LSTA  Grant 


http://www.archive.org/details/oldroydlincolnme4840goul 


ffiinrnln  m^mnrtal  (Eolltrttan 


LOCATED  IN  THE  HOUSE  IN  WHICH  LINCOLN  DIED 

Maaljmgtmt, !.  <tt. 


THE    HOUSE    IN    WHICH    LINCOLN     DIED 

S16    TENTH    ST.    NORTHWEST 

WASHINGTON,    D.    C. 


CONTAINS    THE    OLDROYD     LINCOLN     MEMORIAL    COLLECTION 


I 


©Iff  (fDlorogo  IGtttrDltt  memorial  (U0llrrtion 

F  one  born  in  the  time  of  Shakespeare  had  so  absorbed 
vitality  and  time  as  to  have  gathered  in  one  memorial 
collection  three  thousand  articles  pertaining  to  the  poet, 
he  would  have  rightfully  won  the  gratitude  of  all  coming 
nations.  This  work  of  love  is  what  Osborn  H.  Oldroyd 
has  done  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  For  forty  years  he  has 
so  devoted  himself  to  the  great  personality  of  a  man 
whom,  alas,  he  never  saw,  that  today  his  collection  of 
three  thousand  articles  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
valuable  ever  collected  in  behalf  of  a  human  being.  The 
two  hundred  and  fifty  funeral  sermons,  the  nearly  seventy 
pieces  of  music,  the  one  thousand  volumes  of  Lincoln 
biographies  and  works  relating  to  slavery  and  the  war — 
these  alone  would  honor  the  public  library.  The  auto- 
graph letters  and  pictures  would  give  joy  to  any  mere 
autograph  collector.  The  over  two  hundred  medals,  the 
nearly  three  hundred  portraits,  including  the  earliest 
known,  the  original  busts,  etc.,  would  be  the  pride  of  any 
mu§eum.  But  all  these  are  in  one  grand  collection — all 
included  in  the  vast  array  of  interesting  material.  For 
nearly  twenty  years  now  they  have  been  open  to  the 
public  eye,  having  been  in  the  Lincoln  Homestead  in 
Springfield,  111.,  ten  years  before  being  removed  to  their 
present  quarters  in  the  City  of  Washington,  516  Tenth 
street  N.  W.,  in  1893.  They  always  have  been  under  the 
loving  protection  of  Mr.  Oldroyd  and  his  family.  Vis- 
itors, who  have  his  personal  guidance  through  the  collec- 
tion, are  privileged  to  hear  many  an  interesting  story  or 
fact  concerning  a  relic. 

Elizabeth  Porter  Goui,d, 
Boston  Evening  Transcript,  Feb.  i8,  i8gS. 


Forty  years  ago  Osborn  H.  Oldroyd,  then  a  boy,  be- 
came fired  with  enthusiasm  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He 
began  collecting  mementoes  of  his  idol,  little  thinking  at 
the  time  that  they  would  ever  be  of  value  to  any  but  him- 
self. As  years  passed,  the  passion  grew  upon  him,  and 
he  now  possesses  over  three  thousand  relics  of  the  mar- 
tyred hero.  When  I  entered  the  house  where  Lincoln 
breathed  his  last,  the  quiet,  modest  man  who  ushered  us 
in  and  showed  us  the  relics  did  not  impress  me  as  the 
owner  of  the  collection  until  the  word  "my"  inadvertently 
slipped  out.  Then,  with  a  start,  I  turned  to  him  in  wonder 
and  said:     "Are  you  Mr.  Oldroyd?" 

"  Yes,"  he  said. 

"  It  is  a  great  thing,"  I  replied,  "  to  see  these  memen- 
toes of  Lincoln,  but  to  me  you  are  far  more  interesting 
than  your  relics.  To  find  a  man  in  this  day  and  genera- 
tion who  has  devoted  his  life  to  a  beautiful  and  sacred 
ideal  is  an  object  lesson,  indeed." 

And  it  certainly  was  a  treat  to  enter  a  holy  of  holies 
like  that  house,  sanctified  by  the  thousands  of  reminders 
of  our  hero,  and  further  sanctified  by  the  beautiful,  un- 
selfish devotion  and  love  of  a  man  so  pure,  so  unworldly, 
that  he  had  no  thought  for  anything  but  the  memory  of 
the  man  whom,  alas ;  he  had  never  even  seen. 

Mr.  Oldroyd  has  waited  patiently  for  Congress  to  make 
an  appropriation  which  should  make  this  collection  the 
property  of  the  Nation. 

Every  loyal  American  citizen  ought  to  stand  by  that 
man  in  his  noble  effort  to  perpetuate  Lincoln's  memory. 

Let  us  not  see  one  slender  pair  of  shoulders  hend  and 
break  under  the  burden  which  would  not  exist  did  each 
American  do  his  duty ! — Ellen  Eames  De  Graff  in  the 
Sunday  Tribune,  Evansznlle,  Ind. 


From  Springfield,   111.,   Morning   Monitor,  Feb.  8,   1889. 

GUje  ICtttrnltt  ilua?um 


A  Word  in  Regard  to  It 

Capt.  O.  H.  Oldroyd's  museum  of  the  Lincoln  memo- 
rials is  the  most  complete  and  interesting  extant.  Such 
devotion  to  the  memory  of  a  mortal  has  seldom,  if  ever, 
been  witnessed  in  the  history  of  America.  Impressed 
with  the  exalted  character  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  at 
that  age  in  his  'teens  when  friendships  made  are  the 
most  lasting,  he  commenced  when  a  mere  boy  to  collect 
every  memento  he  could  buy  or  secure  in  an  honest  way, 
pertaining  to  the  campaign  of  1860.  His  success  in  this 
effort  led  him  to  "  go  backward  on  the  stream  of  time," 
and  by  the  most  indefatigable  energy  and  industry  to 
collect  mementoes  of  his  "  beau  ideal  "  of  a  man,  before 
the  nation  was  fully  impressed  with  Lincoln's  great 
character  and  his  rapid  approaching  fame  and  immor- 
tality. The  private  soldier — the  mere  boy — realizing  the 
magnitude  of  the  events  in  which  he  himself  was  an 
humble  factor,  gratified  his  patient,  untiring  desire  to 
secure  every  article  of  interest  to  which  he  instinctively 
attached  a  proper  value,  at  the  time  when  the  people 
almost  as  a  whole  regarded  them  as  useless  and  valueless. 

Today  he  could  cash  them  in  any  metropolitan  city  at 
a  fabulous  price;  but  with  that  patriotic  devotion  to  his 
great  standard  of  perfection  in  character,  his  type  of  man- 
hood, his  exemplar  of  the  race,  he  preferred  to  erect  a 
monument  which  would  speak  to  millions  yet  unborn  the 
praises  of  Lincoln  in  the  humble  home  from  which,  with 
the  stride  of  a  Colossus,  he  stepped  to  the  presidency,  and 
from  thence  to  the  pinnacle  of   immortal    fame.     Such 


devotion  to  the  memory  of  a  mortal  has  no  parallel  in 
history.  May  the  shadow  of  Captain  Oldroyd  never 
grow  less,  and  the  people  fully  appreciate  his  services 
toward  keeping  ever  green  the  name  of  Lincoln. 

The  house  in  which  President  Lincoln  died  is  located 
at  516  Tenth  street  N.  W.,  between  E  and  F  streets,  and 
directly  opposite  Ford's  Theater,  where  President 
Lincoln  was  shot  by  J.  Wilkes  Booth  in  the  private  box 
a  few  minutes  past  10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  April  14, 
1865,  and  almost  immediately  carried  across  the  street  to 
the  house  in  which  he  died  (the  home  of  Wm.  Petersen) 
at  twenty-two  minutes  past  7  the  following  morning.  At 
9  o'clock  the  body  was  taken  to  the  White  House,  where 
it  remained  in  the  east  room  until  the  funeral  sermon 
was  preached,  by  Rev.  P.  D.  Gurley,  on  the  19th,  after 
which  the  body  was  removed  to  the  Capitol,  and  there 
remained,  exposed  to  the  view  of  many  thousand  persons, 
until  the  21st.  On  that  day  the  journey  to  his  tomb 
commenced,  arriving  at  Springfield,  111.,  on  the  3d  day  of 
May,  and  on  the  4th  it  was  placed  in  a  temporary  vault, 
there  to  await  the  building  of  a  final  resting  place  by  a 
grateful  and  loving  people. 


ta  to  Ukrom?  of  tljia  dolterttott? 


What  is  to  become  of  the  celebrated  Oldroyd  collection 
of  Lincoln  relics,  collected  and  owned  by  Osborn  H. 
Oldroyd,  and  now  located  in  the  house,  516  Tenth  street 
northwest,  Washington,  D.  C,  where  the  immortal 
Lincoln  breathed  his  last? 

This  is  a  question  of  much  importance,  not  alone  to  the 
Government  and  Mr.  Oldroyd,  but  to  the  public  at  large, 


and  must  be  settled  one  way  or  the  other  in  the  near 
future,  as  Mr.  Oldroyd  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion  and  very  naturally  is  getting  into  the  "  sear 
and  yellow  leaf,"  and  before  he  dies  would  like  to  see  his 
life's  labor  of  love  and  admiration  for  the  great  patriot, 
statesman,  and  martyr  so  placed  as  to  become  a  perpetual 
memorial  to  that  great  man. 

Several  plans  have  been  suggested,  all  having  in  view 
ultimate  ownership  of  this  vast,  unique,  and  wonderfully 
interesting  collection  by  the  Government.  Mr.  Oldroyd 
has  had  several  private  offers  for  the  collection,  all,  how- 
ever, contemplating  its  removal  from  this  to  some  other 
city,  all  of  which  he  has  so  far  rejected,  adhering  rigidly 
to  the  strong  hope  that  it  may  be  retained  in  this  city 
amongst  the  more  stirring  scenes  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  illus- 
trious career,  and  where  he  laid  down  his  life  upon  his 
country's  altar  in  behalf  of  the  Union  and  human  liberty. 

Several  propositions  have  been  discussed,  the  first  of 
which  contemplates  the  purchase  of  the  collection  and 
having  it  remain  where  it  now  is,  properly  superintended 
by  some  suitable  person  designated  by  Congress. 


From  William  J.  Tucker.  President  of  Dartmouth 
College : 

"  The  value  of  the  work  which  you  have  taken  in  hand 
cannot  be  overestimated.  And  it  is  timely.  The  memo- 
rials which  you  seek  to  preserve  can  now  be  secured,  and 
they  have  already  become  historic.  It  does  not  seem 
possible  that  your  appeal  to  the  loyal  citizens  of  the 
country  can  fail." 

From  Bishop  Nelson,  of  Georgia: 
"  I  desire  to  assure  you  of  my  interest  in  the  work.    It 
is  a  startling  fact  that  the  people  of  our  land,  possessing 
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so  few  antiquities,  have  usually  been  extremely  careless 
in  the  preservation  of  those  few,  and  I  heartily  endorse 
and  approve  any  project  which  looks  to  the  safety  and 
custody  of  any  links  with  the  past,  such  as  buildings  and 
monuments,  books  and  relics,  which  in  the  future,  even 
more  than  at  the  present  time,  will  be  objects  of  such 
intense  interest  to  our  people  as  well  as  to  foreigners." 

From  The  Washington  Star: 

"  Lincoln  relics  ought  not  to  be  the  property  of  an 
individual  or  an  association,  but  of  the  nation.  Congress 
ought  speedily  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  this  prop- 
erty, preserving  with  patriotic  care  remembrances  of  the 
great  President,  and  honoring  his  name  and  memory." 

From  Lyman  Abbott,  D.D.,  of   Brooklyn: 

"  I  am  most  heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  plans  in 
preserving  memorials  of  historic  interest,  which  are  now 
far  too  readily  destroyed." 

By  the  Rev.  Robert  P.  Kerr,  D.D. : 

'*  Next  to  religion  itself,  there  is  no  more  elevating  in- 
fluence that  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  rising  gen- 
eration than  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  lives, 
characters,  and  achievements  of  the  great  men  of  the 
country.  Your  work  will  be  of  the  greatest  service  in 
promoting  patriotism  and  the  refinement  of  a  higher 
civilization,  and  ought  to  have  the  approval  and  assistance 
of  all  true  Americans." 

From  Bishop  Whipple,  of  Minnesota : 

"  Nothing  can  be  more  precious  than  the  memorials 
linked  with  the  great  names  of  the  Republic.  They  are 
silent  teachers  which  recall  the  lessons  of  loyalty  to 
God  and  to  country  that  these  men  exemplified  in  their 
lives.     I  wish  you  Godspeed  in  your  patriotic  work." 


From  Bishop  Haygood,  of  Georgia: 
"  I    hope  you   will   accomplish   the   praiseworthy   ends 
you  have  in  view.    Few  things  are  more  important  than 
the  preservation  of  the  memorials  of  our  noblest  history." 

From    the    Hon.    John    H.    McGraw,    Governor    of 

Washington : 

"  The  object  is  most  commendable,  and  should  receive 
substantial  assistance  from  Congress.  Anything  that 
tends  to  awaken  and  propagate  the  spirit  of  patriotism  in 
our  people  should  be  cherished  and  fostered." 

From  the  Hon.  William  E.  Dodge,  of  New  York : 

"  I  am  greatly  interested  in  the  patriotic  and  wise  plans. 
Nothing  could  be  more  helpful  than  to  keep  constantly 
before  the  country  the  mementoes  of  the  great  men  who 
made  our  nation  famous  and  given  us  a  permanent  and 
stable  Government." 

From  the  Hon.  William  McKinley,  Jr.,  Governor  of 
Ohio: 

"  I  take  great  pleasure  in  commending  the  work.  It 
appeals  to  the  patriotism  and  historic  pride  of  all  Ameri- 
cans, and  I  sincerely  trust  that  Congress  can  be  interested 
in  the  matter." 

From  The  New  York   Tribune: 

"  A  most  useful  and  patriotic  work  has  been  under- 
taken and  it  ought  not  to  be.  difficult  to  enlist  public 
sympathy  and  the  support  of  Congress  for  so  noble  a 
work.  Washington  has  been  the  home  for  generations 
of  great  Americans  who  have  founded  and  preserved 
national  institutions,  and  directed  the  progress  of  a  Re- 
public that  with  the  consent  of  Christendom  is  accounted 
the  hope  of  the  world.     Nothing  should  be  left  undone 


to  preserve  the  reminiscences  of  their  greatness,  and  by 
memorials  on  every  side  to  educate  and  develop  the  his- 
toric spirit  of  the  coming  generation." 

From  Morgan  Dix,  D.D.,  Rector  of  Trinity  P.  E. 
Church,  New  York: 

"  The  design  of  procuring  from  Congress  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  purchase  of  the  relics  meets  my  approval.  I 
think  it  of  great  importance  that  historic  relics  of  this 
class  should  be  preserved,  and  I  trust  that  you  will  meet 
with  good  success  in  the  prosecution  of  your  design." 

From  the  Hon.  T.  P.  Tillman,  Governor  of  South 
Carolina : 

"  Permit  me  to  say  that  I  think  the  purpose  of  your 
organization  an  admirable  one,  and  that  you  will  deserve 
the  thanks  of  the  present  and  all  future  generations  if 
you  shall  succeed  in  carrying  out  that  purpose." 

From  Herrick  Johnson,  D.D.,  of  Chicago : 
"  A  most  beautiful  memorial  purpose,  beneficent  to  the 
living  and  reverent  to  the  dead,  perpetuating  that  which 
is  best  in  historic  scene  and  association,  and  stimulative 
to  all  loyal  hearts." 

From  Thomas  S.  Hastings,  D.D.,  President  of  the 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York : 

"  I  have  an  ever-deepening  affection,  admiration,  and 
reverence  for  that  noble  man  whom  God  gave  us  in  our 
time  of  sorest  need.  He  is  unique  in  my  private  West- 
minster Abbey,  and  I  rejoice  in  every  tribute  to  his  mem- 
ory. It  would  be  hard  for  me  to  say  whether  I  admire 
him  more  than  I  love  him.  At  all  events,  I  am  grateful 
to  you  for  what  you  are  doing  to  honor  his  memory." 


From  Bishop  Keane,  Rector  of  the  Catholic  Uni- 
versity : 

"  The  longer  I  live  and  the  more  I  love  America,  the 
more  I  thank  God  for  the  example  of  Lincoln.  The 
work  of  consecrating  this  edifice  to  his  memory  is  a 
noble  one.  We  have  not  much  history  in  this  country  of 
ours,  but,  brief  as  it  is,  it  is  high  and  worth  preserving. 
May  God  bless  this  work,  in  which  I  pledge  my  heartiest 
co-operation." 

From  the  Hon.  Claude  Matthews,  Governor  of 
Indiana : 

"  To  preserve  the  historical  features  in  Washington, 
that  they  may  present  lessons  to  the  youth  of  our  country, 
is  certainly  a  noble  and  high  purpose.  I  trust  you  may 
meet  with  every  encouragement  that  will  insure  the  suc- 
cess of  your  undertaking." 

From  the  Hon.  John  T.  Rich,  Governor  of  Michigan : 

"  The  work  you  are  doing  is  an  important  one  for  the 

American  people,   especially    for  the  generations  yet  to 

come,  and  I  hope  Congress  will  give  you  such  substantial 

aid  as  the  cause  for  which  you  are  at  work  merits." 

From  B.  F.  Whitner,  President  of  the  State  Bar 
Association  of  South  Carolina : 

"  I  need  scarcely  say  that  I  most  cordially  commend 
the  object  and  aims,  as  I  believe  every  good  citizen  will 
who  loves  his  country  and  is  proud  of  its  history  in  the 
march  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  of  its  wonderful 
advancement  in  the  arts  and  industries  of  civilized  life.  I 
hope  that  you  will  receive  all  needed  aid  from  Congress, 
and  every  encouragement  from  the  people  of  our  common 
country." 


From  George  Clinton,  President  of  the  Buffalo  Mer- 
chants' Echange : 

"  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  keeping  alive  and 
before  our  people  the  memories  of  our  great  and  good 
men  is  one  of  the  strongest  forces  that  can  be  utilized  for 
preserving  the  patriotism  of  our  people,  and  inciting  the 
rising  generation  to  a  generous  emulation  in  preserving 
our  institutions  by  following  in  the  footsteps  of  our  illus- 
trious statesmen.  An  affectionate  regard  for  the  memo- 
ries of  our  great  leaders  also  requires  some  commemo- 
ration of  their  deeds.  The  plan  of  your  organization  I 
deem  an  excellent  one,  and  the  locality  where  that  plan 
is  to  be  carried  out  the  most  appropriate  one  in  the 
United  States.  Congress  certainly  should  aid  you.  While 
I  have  stated  what  I  have  as  my  personal  views,  yet  I 
am  sure  that  I  reflect  the  feelings  of  the  entire  Mer- 
chants' Exchange." 

Passed  by  the  Fifty-seventh  National  Encampment  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  held  in  Milwaukee. 
Wisconsin,   September  2  to  8,  1923: 

"Whereas,  the  historical  collection  known  as  the  Lin- 
coln-Oldroyd  collection  at  Washington,  D.  C,  which  con- 
sists of  three  thousand  articles  pertaining  to  Abraham 
Lincoln,  now  in  possession  of  Capt.  O.  H.  Oldroyd,  who 
has  spent  sixty-three  years  in  accumulating  same,  and 

"Whereas,  it  being  the  desire  of  Capt.  Oldroyd  that 
this  property  be  retained  in  the  house  where  Abraham 
Lincoln  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond: 

"  Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  in  Fifty-seventh  National  Encampment  as- 


sembled,  adopts  the  following  resolutions  to  be  presented 
to  each  Representative  and  Senator  that  the  United 
States  Government  may  see  the  advisability  of  owning 
these  relics,  that  they  may  be  retained  in  Washington  in 
the  home  where  Abraham  Lincoln  passed  away. 

"  Be  It  Further  Resolved,  That  this  Encampment  con- 
sider that  no  more  fitting  memorial  could  be  offered  to 
preserye  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln  than  the  house 
in  which  his  soul  took  its  flight;  that  this  Encampment 
consider  that  no  more  fitting  memorial  could  be  offered 
than  to  preserve  the  thousands  of  relics  which  speak  so 
eloquently  of  his  life. 

"  Be  It  Further  Resolved,  That  this  treasured  collection 
of  Capt.  Oldroyd,  a  collection  of  which  the  American 
people  should  be  proud  and  the  American  Government 
should  be  proud  to  possess,  stand  just  where  it  has 
stood  for  sixty  years  without  misplacing  a  single  article." 


Georgetownn  University, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  January  12,  1924. 
Hon.  David  I.  Walsh, 
United  States  Senate : 
Dear  Senator  Walsh  :     I  take  the  liberty  of  sending 
you,  under  separate  cover,  a  booklet  on  the  Lincoln  Col- 
lection in  Washington,  which  is  the  private  property  of 
the  collector,  Capt.  Osborn  Oldroyd.    He  is  very  anxious 
that  the  United   States  Government  should  purchase   it 
and  thus  secure  it  in  a  double  sense.     It  is  a  priceless 
treasure  and  might  be  destroyed  at  any  time  by  a  fire  on 
either  side.    My  interest  in  the  matter  is  purely  patriotic, 
or,  if  you  will,  sentimental.     I  visited  the  museum  last 
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February  and  I  was  moved  to  tears  at  the  sight  of  so 
much  ingratitude  and  treachery.  Before  my  feelings 
vanished  I  gave  expression  to  them  in  the  inclosed  tribute 
to  Lincoln.  Since  then,  in  fact  quite  recently,  I  visited 
the  place  again  and  Mr.  Oldroyd  told  me  confidentially 
that  if  the  present  Congress  does  not  take  steps  to  secure 
the  collection  it  will  break  his  heart.  He  is  now  83 
and  is  one  of  the  sweetest  men  I  ever  met. 
Hopefully  and  thankfully  yours, 

P.    J.    CORMICAN. 


From  Mrs.  Lillian  Clark  Cary,  National  President 
of  the  Ladies  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic : 

"  The  Herald  has  received  an  appeal  for  co-operation 
in  urging  that  Congress  secure  title  to  the  collection  of 
Lincoln  mementoes  now  owned  by  and  in  the  possession 
of  Capt.  O.  H.  Oldroyd  of  Washington,  who  has  them 
housed  in  the  building  in  which  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
Great  Emancipator,  Civil  War  President,  died  in  Wash- 
ington. The  house  is  now  owned  by  the  Government  and 
it  is  urged  that  in  addition  to  securing  title  to  the  me- 
mentoes the  old  building  be  made  fireproof. 

"  Our  object,"  says  Mrs.  Cary,  "  is  to  interest  the 
people  in  this  collection,  for  one  of  the  Congressmen 
will  introduce  a  bill  in  Congress  providing  for  the  pur- 
chase of  this  property.  You  can  readily  see  why  all  good 
Americans  should  be  interested.  Capt.  Oldroyd  has 
requested  me  to  help  him  sponsor  this  movement,  and  I 
am  speaking  of  this  matter  on  all  of  my  lecture  tours. 
He  is  a  personal  friend  of  mine  and  I  have  been  a  guest 
several  times  in  this  home  where  Abraham  Lincoln  died.'' 

The   resolutions  embody  the  fact  that  Washington   is 
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the  logical  place  for  collections  having  a  national  his- 
torical value  and  is  so  recognized  throughout  the 
country. 


A  iGtfr  Mark 

"  I  feel  at  times,"  said  Mr.  Oldroyd  in  a  letter  to  Mrs. 
Carey,  "  and  that  feeling  growing,  that  if  Congress  does 
not  provide  for  the  collection  my  happiness  in  this  life 
will  be  but  a  trifle,  for  the  ambition  of  boyhood  would 
not  be  realized,  for  I  had  an  ambition  to  do  something, 
accomplish  something,  and  I  think  I  have  so  far,  but  if 
my  life's  work  is  not  sustained  by  the  Government  that  I 
fought  to  save,  I  am  afraid  it  would  wreck  my  life. 
Money  would  not  compensate  me  if  I  had  to  see  my 
collection  go  where  the  people  of  all  nations  as  well  as 
our  own  would  be  deprived  of  seeing  it  and  to  study  the 
greatness  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  I  feel  very  much  encour- 
aged from  the  reports  I  have  received  from  persons  who 
have  interviewed  members  of  Congress." 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  Auxiliary  to  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic : 

Among  the  decisions  of  the  National  Convention  were 
the  following : 

That  the  historical  collection  known  as  the  Oldroyd 
collection  at  Washington,  D.  C,  which  consists  of  3,000 
articles  pertaining  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  now  in  posses- 
sion of  Capt.  O.  H.  Oldroyd,  who  has  spent  63  years  of 
his  life  in  accumulating  the  same,  and  it  being  the  desire 
of  Capt.  Oldroyd  that  this  property  be  retained  in  the 
house  where  Abraham  Lincoln  died: 

Be  it  Resolved,  by  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  in  Na- 
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tional  Convention  assembled,  That  this  body  of  women 
take  action  regarding  these  priceless  possessions,  that  the 
United  States  Government  may  see  the  advisability  of 
owning  these  relics,  that  they  may  be  retained  in  Wash- 
ington in  the  home  where  Abraham  Lincoln  passed  away ; 
that  no  more  suitable  memorial  could  be  offered  to  pre- 
serve the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln  than  the  house  in 
which  his  soul  took  its  flight;  that  no  more  fitting  me- 
morial could  be  offered  than  to  preserve  the  thousands  of 
relics  which  speak  so  eloquently  of  his  life. 


*******    \\Ae    would    invite    attention    to 

the  great  desirability  of   the   Government   securing  the 

ownership   of   the   Lincoln   collection   belonging   to   Mr. 

Oldroyd  at  as  early  a  date  as  practicable.    It  would  be  a 

positive  misfortune  and  shame  to  permit  it  to  leave  the 

National  Capital. 

T.  M.  Symons, 

Colonel  U.  S.  Army, 

Major  Corps  of  Engineers, 

Supt.  Public  Bldgs.  and  Grounds. 

H.  T.  Hodges, 

Major   Corps   Engineers. 

A.  McKenzie, 

Brig.  Gen.  Corps  Engineers. 

Robert  Shaw  Oliver, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
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